library 


The  Urban  District  of  Penrith 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1940 


^f-i 


THE  URBAIT  DISTRICT  OE  PENRITH 
- oOo - 


YEAR  .1940 


Chairman  of  the  Council; 
Councillor  I.  G.  SIM,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  the  Hoalth  Committee: 
Councillor  1.  L.  RICliARDSON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

F.  :V.  GAVIN,  M.D.  ,Gh.B.  (Edin).  ,D.P.H.  (Edin). 


Clerk  of  the  Council: 

C.  H.  HUrJTLEY,  F.  I.M.T .  A.  ,F.  S.  .i.  A.  ,  A.C  ,  T.  S. 


••K 


■vi  A  r 


.'w  ’  '  " 


C  i  s.  .  , 


I  V 

A  • ' ;.'' 


..■  •• 


A  . 


V».' 


*.  »  V 


'Xs,T  m^  ‘"J.. 

•’  (»  - 


''‘^■'*■.£1  .y.' 


ni^ 


I  :•  ■  t  -.« ;  . 


t 


« 


r 


I 


•  »  » 


S  •• 


r 

f 


r  ..  ' 


■V 


Town  Hall, 

P  E  IT  R  I  T  H. 

31st  December,  1941. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Hrteli  District  of  Penrith. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs  Johnson  and  Gl-entlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  town  for  the  year  1940. 

This  renort,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  of  Health’s  circular  2314  of  the  26th  March,  1941, 
and  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  2067  dated  19th  July, 
1940,  is  once  m.ore  much  curtailed  oxving  to  the  urgent  need  for 
conserving  naper. 

The  outbrea]^  of  TRICIlTITIASIS  with  some  60  cases  and  a  case 
moartality  of  3*3^  which  occurred  in  the  early  months  of  1941 
will  be  dealt  with  in  Annual  Report  for  that  year. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  affected  bv  the 
increase  in  nopulation  xvhic  h  is  now  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  be  10,630. 

Details  of  these  statistics  vAll  be  found  in  tliis  renort , 
and  it  will  be  noted  that  they  are  iirettv  much  the  same  as  in 
1939. 

A  localised  outbreak  of  Flexner’s  Dysentery  (Flexner  Z) 
caused  the  death  of  a  girl  aged  3  •’T'ears,  and  illness  of  varying 
severity  in  four  otl’er  persons;  unfortunately  the  origin  of 
this  infection  could  not  be  ascert al.ned. 

Epidemics  of  Measles  and  "Ihooping  Cough  occurred  and 
Measles  with  a  case  rate  of  10,53  per  1,000  of  the  population 
compared  with  10.24  for  England  and  7ales. 

T/ihooping  Cough  had  a  case  rate  of  10,25  per  1,000  of  the 
population  comparing  xAuth  1,34  for  England  and  Wales.  There 
was  one  death  from  this  disease  in  Penrith, 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  mj  thanks  for  the  courtesy 
and  help  extended  to  me  by  the  Cliairmn  of  the  Council,  the 
Chairmen  of  the  Sanitary  and  Housing  Comittees  and 
Mr.  C.  H.  Huntley,  Clerk  of  the  Comicil. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be , 

Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs  Johnson  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  GAVIIT. 


-  1  - 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


ST^ISTICS  ^TD  SOCI/-lL  COiroiTIONS  OF  TJE]  AREA. 


\ 

A '2  1  of  f'e  District  in  acres.  .  7,586 

Rec^istrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  ..  10,630 

n'.''mber  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to 

Rate  Fooks  ..  ..  ..  .  2,722 

Rateable  value  ..  .  £63,387 


S'Oi'T.  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate . £257.  3.  lOd. 

Tie  social  conditions  of  the  to7n  are  similar  to  those 
not  3d  in  nrevious  renorts. 

- oOo - 


Ul®IvPLOTiIElsIT . 


T-ie  following  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Penrith  Labour  Exchange. 


51st  December  1940  .  51st  December  1940  . 


?  en 

16 

’fomen 

17 

Y()ung  men. 

Nil 

Y^ning  women. 

N-’  1 

Poys  16-17 

1 

Girls  16-17 

13 

Foys  14-15 

4 

Girls  14-15 

2 

21 

32 

I;  ere  are  no  forms  of  employment  carried  on  in  the  Urban 
District  wJiich  have  a  detriro.ental  effect  on  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants. 

---oOo - 
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EXTRACTS  ZROII  S:ATIS]:ICS  OE  TIT]  YEAR. 


Eenales  Total 


Liv3  Firths  -  lej^itiriate .  ..  ..  75  82  157 

ille/?;itinate .  6  4  10 

Eir-th  Hate  per  1,000  of  oo'oulation  =  15,71 

Still  'hirtlis  -  lef^itiraate ,  ....  4  4  8 

ille^itinate  .....  1  -  1 

Rate  -ner  1,000  (total  live  and  still  births)  =  47.87 

Still  births,  rate  per  1,000  of  r o-v-iIplI ion 

for  Penrith  urban  area.  =  0.84- 

Still  births,  rate  per  1,000  of  uonulation 

for  England  and  Yales.  =  0.55 


Hales  Eenales  Tota]. 


Deailis,  .  . .  66  75 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  =  13.26 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  -  puerperal  sepsis  -  IJil 
Deaths  from  other  ms.ternal  causes.  -  2 

Other  maternal  causes  rate  uer  1,000  total  (live  and 

Inn  *h  Q 

•J  ^  w  ••  09  *0  O#  ••  ••  9*  0  9 
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still) 

10.63 


Deaih  rate  of  infants  under  one  vear: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
L^si'tinate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

"  ”  Ifeasles  (all  ages) . 

”  ''  Yiooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

■'  Diarrhoea  (under  2  yeeirs  of  age)  .. 


72.62 

67.03 

100.00 

22 

nil. 

1 

nil. 


COUITTY  OF  CUIvin  CJtLArJD 
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WATER 


The  following  is  the  bacteriolof^ical  and  clienical  analysis 
of  a.  saiiple  of  water  taken  fro-n  the  Penrith  sunply:- 


A-^ar  nlate  count 


BAGIERIQLQGY 

0.1  Lil.  1  nl.  IQ  ml. 

colonie  s  colonies  colonie  s 


At  22°  C. 
At  37°  C. 


4  47 

1  13 


Probable  number  of  c oli-aero'^ene  s  present  in  100  ml.  =  Nil. 


CHELHSTiy 

Anpearance  in  a  2  ft.  tube  -  Clear  and  colourless, 
pi.  -  7.1 


Free  and  saline  ammonia 
Albuminoid  aromonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  perman/^anat e 
15  rains,  at  27°  C. 

Oxygen  absorbed  frora  nerman/^anate 
4  hours  at  27°  C .  .  . 

Total  solids  . 

Suspended  matter  . . 

Hariness  -  total 


ff 

tt 

Chlorine 


nermanent 
temporary 
nresent  as 


chloride 


s 


heavy  metals 


in 


in 


Parts  ner 

100,000 

0.0002 

0.0032 

0.008 

0.012 

3.1 

0.0 

2.2 
1.9 
0.3 
0.35 
0.0 


Opinion: 


A  rather  soft  ^Ara.te  r  of  very  high  purity. 


(Signed)  LESLIE  li.  EASSON. 


Chemist . 


INSPECTION  AITD  SUPENYISIOIT  OE  EOOD. 


L4L  JL  C  gJxyLY . 

Analysis  of  Milk  Sarnies  taken  durina;  1940. 

Graie  of  Milk. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Total 

T .  T . 

4 

3 

7 

Acciedited. 

6 

4 

10 

Ungraded. 

16 

6 

22 

26 

13 

39 

The  above 

samples  were  taken 

mainlj'-  during  the 

neriod 

April  to  July  inclusive. 


MILK  IN  3CJ1QQLS . 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  is  supplied  to  all 
the  Eler.entary  Sc’-^ools  in  the  tovm  and  also  to  the  0,^1  een 
Elizabeth  G-raramar  School  under  the  Mlilk  in  Schools’  Scheme 
Ox  the  I. "ilk  Market  ins;  Board. 


This  suupl;/-  ivas  satisfactory. 


INSPSCTIOIT  Al©  SUiPEHVISION  OF  FOOD. 


CB)  -  liElAT  Aia:^01!HSR:?00DS.  ' 

Carcases  InsT)Gctod  jmd  Conderned . 


Beasts  | 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Nun'oer  killed. 

1,793  1 

114 

131 

12,449) 

1,420 

Nuijiber  inspected. 

i 

i 

1,792 

114 

■ 

131 

12,449 i 

1,420 

All  diseases  except  ‘ 
Tuberculosis: 

VfliolQ  carcases'  .  ■’  .I 
condeimed. 

M  ■  ! 

H 

. .  . . .  .  . . i 

• 

3 

' 

13 

CX) 

5 

Carcases  of  wbich 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

429 

5 

s  ' 
rr 

o 

• 

. 

150 

. 

15 

, 

Percentap:e  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis. 

.. 

24.55:;^ 

' 

. 

•  ■ 

7.01^- 

• 

12 . 21^^ 

. 

1.75f. 

1.40f. 

‘ 

Tuberculosis  only: 

^i?hole  carcases 

1 

; 

.. 

t 

,  !*' 

i 

; 

» 

t  ■ 

i 

condemned. 

15 

* 

1  3 

\ 

1 

■ 

3 

Carcases  of  which 

1  . 

1  .  - » 

.  .  -  V  »  • 

\  •••  - 

!  ' 

....  .  ... 

: 

some  part  or  organ 

. 

> 

■ 

was  conderaned.  , 

14 

i  2 . 

j 

. 

1 

*  " 

57 

Percentage  of  t]ie  '' 

} 

i 

; 

■ 

} 

' 

; 

number  inspected 

1 

affected  with 

? 

! 

! 

1 

1 

t 

Tuberculosis. 

1 . 06^^ 

i  4.38^S 
! 

1  Kil 

I  Nil 

1 

;  4.22f. 

CARCASES  EXAIxTIISD  BY  T“!E  ^TETERIFAR’^  SURGEON. 


penri^ 

IH  MUI'LECIPaL 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

Beasts 

Cov/s 

Sheep 
^  and 

Pigs 

Calves 

Lamb  s 

1st  quarter. 

352 

1,551 

354 

25 

Anril. 

152 

4 

370 

145 

6 

May . 

113 

12 

330 

137 

6 

June . 

89 

9 

642 

84 

5 

July. 

111 

16 

1,386 

148 

11 

August . 

145 

8 

1,444 

97 

14 

September. 

215 

9 

1,617 

132 

8 

October.  ■  - 

264 

22 

1,458 

96 

11 

November, 

160 

18 

1,458 

73 

21 

December. 

143 

18 

1,567 

146 

22 

Y3arly  total. 

1,759 

114' 

11,823 

1,412 

129 

PENRITH 

GO-OPEPJiTIirS  SLAUGiiTERIiOUSE . 

Beast  s 

Cov/s 

She  ep 

T  and 

Pigs 

C  alve  s 

Lamb  s 

1st  qtr  (January) 

33 

- 

60 

6 

- 

■'^Barly  total. 

33 

- 

60 

6 

- 

ERENCIiFIELD  SI 

.AUGHTERHOUSE . 

Boasts 

Cows 

Pigs 

Calves 

Lambs 

1st  qtr  (January) 

- 

- 

566 

3 

2 

Yearly  total. 

- 

- 

566 

2 

2 

PENilTH’S  MUNICIPAL 

ABATTOIR. 

It  mil 

be  seen 

from  the  above 

figures  that  all  local  slaughte 

ring  ms  concentrated.. 

in  the 

Municipal  Abattoir 

after  January  1940 

and  that 

slaught 

-ering 

the  1  ceased  at  Frenchfield  and 

Penrith 

Co-operative  Slaughter- 

houses.  The  Abattoir  has  continued  to  function  in  a 

vor^r 

satisfactory  manner. 
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PHC VALENCE  OE,  AND  CQ  .LTKOL  QVFilR.  IIIEECTIOUS 

- OT:!^  . 

GENERAL*  Infectious  Dis3ases  i^ere  less  p^’evalent  during 

r^rThaii  in' either  103n  or  lh'38.  It  must  be  reneiThered  that 
Measles  and  'VTOoning  Cough  onl'?'  becane  notifiable  on  1st 
I'Tovsnber,  1^39,  and  both  f'ese  diseases  epsily  headed  the  list 
of  lotif icrtions  for  1940. 

1  sunnary  of  the  Notifiable  Diseases  (excluding  Tuber¬ 
culosis  )  will  be  found  on  Page  15. 

SCARLET-  EEVEH;  '  Only  14  cases  of  this  disease  were  ^  recorded  in 
T^O  *8.s  against  30  cases  in  eacn  of  the  two  nreceding  years , 
and  11  of  the  cases  ^'^re  in  ths  iioiiths  of  January  -  May 
inclusive,,  the  other  two  cases  occurred  in  October. 

Scarlet  Fever  wa.s  at- no  tine  epideric  during  fie  ^'•ear  and 
the  cases  were  of  the  usual  nild  t3rpe  experienced  during  recent 
vears. 

Eleven  C8.ses  wre  adnitted  to  the  isolation-  hosnital  and 
there  vere  no  deaths,  3  cases  were  evacuees,  2  boys  of  the 
Hoyil  Grarvaar  School,  Newcastle-unon-T^nie ,  and  one  raaster  fron 
that  school. 

There  was  no  school  snreai  of  infection  and  in  no  case 
could  nillv  or  other  foodstuffs  be  blamed. 

»  J  * 

DIP  MIERIA:  Four  cases  were  notified,  sll  wdre  admitted  to 
fie"  isolation  hospital  and  all  recovered.  Th.e  details  of  t’lese 
cases  are  as  follo^vs:- 

(i)  Occurring  on  7/2/1940.  Male  aged  3^  ^rears  -  not 
immunised. 

(ii)  Occurring  on  14/5/1943.  Male  aged  8  irears.  Attends 
Penrith  Boys’  National  School  -  not  immunised. 

(iii)  Occurring  on  8/n/l940.  Male  aged  8  vears.  Attends 

.  Penrith  Bo'^-s’  National  School  -  immunised.  Tliis 
^MQ.s  definitely  not  a  .case  of  clinical  diphtheria 
and  was  simnlv  a  case  of  ordinary  tonsillitis  mth 
a  nositive  swab.  The  bo^r  was  detained  in  }iospltal 
until  negative  swabs  from  the  nose  and  throat  had 
been  obtained. 

( iv )  Occurring  on  7/12/1940.  Female  aged  25  ^Aears  -  not 
immunised. 

T^'^e  above  record  is  most  satisfactory^’  and  demonstrates  the 
value  of  ■’':)reventive  inoculation  against  tl’^is  extremel^r  dangerous 
and  treachiorous  disease. 


DIP  frl-ERIA  ( c ont  inue  d ) . 

Ilie  figures  during  the  nast  seven  years  are  as  follows: 


Di-ohtberia 

Case  s 

Deaths 

1934 

23 

Nil. 

1935 

33 

2 

1936 

23 

1 

1937 

:9 

Nil. 

1938 

19 

1 

1939 

10 

Nil. 

1940 

4 

Nil. 

DIPIf'?H3RIA  MOTRISATIOIT:  A  total  of  193  school-children  and 
2  pre-school  age  children  received  a  coiTse  of  3  inoculations 
with  T.A.P  during  the  vear. 

The  percentage  of  school-cjiildren  rose  above  90  percent 
at  certain  schools  in  the  to\m  -  most  of  the  inoculations 
having  been  carried  out  during  the  vears  1937-1939  inclusive. 

IIS  A  dLE  3 :  The  epidemic  v;hich  had  comenced  in  the  town  in 
December,  1939,  continued  during  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  1940,  when  31  and  24  cases  were  notified  respectively. 

Only  1  case  occurred  in  March,  none  in  April,  but  the 
disease  re-commenced  in  May  and  continued  during  June,  Jul^’- 
and  August  when  it  practically  ceased,  just  4  cases  were 
recorded  rdthin  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Forty-five  nercent  of  all  the  cases  were  in  pre-school 
age  children  and  of  the  school-children  affected  the  infants* 
schools  were  mainlv  concerned.  ITo  cases  tvere  admitted  to 
hosDital  and  there  Tvere  no  deaths. 

TiO OPING-  COUGH:  During  the  first  nine  months  of  1940  only  4 
cases  were  notified  one  each  in  July  and  September  and  2  in 
August.  8  cases  in  October  foreshadowed  an  epidemic  in 
November  and  December  with  57  and  40  cases  respectively/-. 

Sixty-nine  -nercent  of  all  cases  were  in  -ore-school  age 
c'lildren  and  the  other  cases  concerned  the  infants*  schools 
w^'^ich  were  closed  from  the  18th  November  until  the  16th 
December  for  this  reason. 

One  death  was  unfortunate Iv  recorded,  a  female  evacuated 
child  aged  1  vear  8  months  ■'vho  had  recently  come  to  Penrith 
from  Woolwich,  London. 


10 


PNETI'IC FIA  (Primary  or  Influenzal) . 


Tvi^snty-tliree  cases  ^/vere  notified  durinf^  1940  with  4 
deaths  (23  cases  with  6  deaths  in  1939).  B  cases  occurred  in 
Movenher;  4  in  Pehruary;  3  in  June  and  2  in  each  of  the  nontlis 
January,  I'arch  and  December.  There  were  no  cases  in  the 
period  Auyust  to  October  inclusive.  Th.e  notification  rate  ^ 
per  1,000  civilian  population  fo3?  1940  vie-s  2.16  compared  -with 
i,20  for  Enf^land  and  Wales  1940, 

CSRSBRO- SPINAL  PSVER;  Tvro  notifications  were  received  in  1940. 

(a)  Male  a/^ed  31  years,  on  12th  Marcch  1*^40,  admitted  to 
Carlisle  City  Isolation  losnital  and  discliarf^ed 
recovered  on  9th  April  1940. 

(b)  Female  aged  30  ^rears ,  on  19th  March  1940  admitted  to 
Carlisle  City  Isolation  lospital  and  disc'iarged  recovered 
on  12th  Anril  1940.  This  person  belonged  to  ICeswick  but  ■ 
was  temnorarily  living  in  Penrith. 

There  was  no  auparent  infectious  link  bet\A/een  these  cases 
and  in  this  connection  it  must  be  recalled  that  infection  is 
usually  from  an  intermediarv  carrier  in  this  disease. 

It  will  be  noted  that  these  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
City  of  Carlisle  Isolation  Moseital  in  accordance  mth 
recommendations  arrived  at  during  a  conference  lield  at 
Maryport  on  4/4/1940  to  discuss  inter  alia  a  possible 
epidemic  of  this  disease  in  Cumberland,  This  conference  held 
by  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  summoned  by  Dr. 
Kenieth  Fraser,  County  Medical  Officer  of  health  for  Cumber¬ 
land,  and  the  local  representatives  -^vere  Dr.  J.  Sachs, 

Medical  Superintendent,  Penrith  Fever  Hospital  and  Dr.  F.  W. 
Gavin,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Penrith  urban  and  rural 
dis  bricts . 


Ihe  conference  recommended  t]ie  division  of  the  County  for 
this  pnrpose  into  two  parts  -  east  and  ivest  -  the  isolation 
hosoitals  in  each  area  to  pool  their  resources.  In  East 
Cumberland  (the  area  including  Penrith  and  Keswdck)  it  was 
recommended  that,  in  the  event  of  a  severe  outbreak  of 
cerebro- spinal  fever,  cases  of  tliat  disease  be  sent  to  the 
Carlisle  Citv  Hospital;  Penriti  Isolation  Hospital  providing 
accommodation  for  diphtheria  and  Longtown  for  Scarlet  fever. 

BACILLARY  DYSENTERY  (Flexner).  Five  cases  of  this  disease  -were 
notified  on  the  15th  August  -  one  of  t'-'ese  posthumously  -  a  girl 
aged  5  years  who  died  at  the  Cmaberland  Infirmary,  Carlisle, 
siortly  after  admission  on  tlie  11th  August.  All  these  cases 
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occarred  in  the  sanie  household  and  the  history  is  as  follows: - 
On  the  8tii  of  Au.'^ust  tv.-o  nenbers  of  the  family  Tvere  talcon  ill 
mt  1  diarrhoea  etc.,  and  on  the.  10th  August  two  further  nombers 
of  the  fcsmily  wsto  also  seized  •'vith  similar  s^nnptoms.  On  the 
lit  1  .^.ugust ,  the  householder’s  son-in-law  cane  to  Penrith  on 
leave  from  'Vorkington  barracks  and  lie  developed  diarrhoea  etc.  , 
but  of  a  milder  nature  than  the  others,  on  the  13th  August. 

Fool  poisoning  being  suspected,  enquiries  were  made  regarding 
made-up  foods  etc.,  which  f-io  family  night  ’:avG  consumed,  and 
it  '^;as  elicited  th.at  notted  moat  had  been  purc’^ased  from  a 
Penrith  butcher  on  the  3th  August,  All  of  this  wb.s  consumed  on 
that  date,  each  mo.mber  of  the  family  partaking  of  some  of  it 
and  t^'G  potted  meat  •'/'/a.s  therefere  consiccred  to  be  suspect. 

The  Survevor  and  I  immediately  visited  the  butcher’s  shop 
concerned  and  w  v'ere  informed  that  t.his  -notted  neat  is  nrepared 
from  frozen  nigs  -eads  and  beef  bv  the  butcher’s  ■"'dfe  daily 
and  tl  at  a  considerable  o^uantitv  of  it  is  sent  to  Grasmere  for 
sale  there .  ’’fh  obtained  a  samnle  of  the  notted  meat  and  sent  it 
to  the  pathologist  at  Carlisle  for  bacteriological  examination. 

In  the  meantime  it  tvas  decided  that  two  of  the  patients 
s ho  lid  he  admitted  to  the  fever  'Jiospital  at  Fairhill,  and 
disinfection  of  th.e  nrenises  wis  done  on  August  16th. 

lo  abnormal  conditions  were  found  at  the  butcher’s  shop 
and  tl.ere  were  very  few  flies  seen  there.  At  the  houso’iold 
concerned  complaints  were  made  of  drain  smells  in  the  rear 
premises  butthe  house  itself  was  clean  and  no  flies  were 
observed.  The  Surveyor  investigated  the  drain  complaint  in 
t ie  yard . 

As  all  the  original  uottei  neat  sold  on  August  8th  had 
beei  consumed  long  before  the  cases  v,iere  notified  it  is 
impossible  to  prove  that  this  food  iA/as  responsible  for  the 
outbreak,  and  moreover,  the  fact  that  it  had  been  localised  to 
one  fai’ilv  made  it  verv  difficult  to  ascf^rtain  where  the  actual 
inf  action  '•''ad  originated. 

On  21st  August,  the  pathologist  ’phoned  me  to  say  that 
the  sar-ple  of  potted  meat  which  wre  ]iad  sent  for  examination 
gave  reactions  of  tb.o  Salmonella  group  (i.e.  food  poisoning)  of 
organisms  but  that  he  could  not  agglutinate  then  Tvith  any  of 
’is  sera,  and  that  ho  had  therefore  sent  cultures  to  the 
Ministry  of  health.  Reuort  from  the  Ministry  -  ’’The  organism 
does  not  belong  to  the  Food  Poisoning;  Group  and,  therefore,  was 
not  the  cause  of  the  illness  in  t  iis  far.mly”.  In  view  of  this 
report  I  immediately  got  into  touch  lyith  the  butcher  who 
complained  of  the  qualitv  of  the  imnorted  neat  sunpliod  to  him 
frora  the  Abattoir.  I  was  so  unfavourably  impressed  bv  the 
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of 


this  noat  in  tlio  refrigorator  at  the 

that  I  aslcod  th3  Yotcrinary  Officer  to  inspect 

.  “  “  not 


appearance  etc 

this^neat  the"  sane  evening.  He  infomed  ne  that 
conieB-nahle  as  unfit  for  human  consumntion  hut  he  adnittea 
its  unattractive ness. 


In  order  to  eliminate  a  nossihle  carrier  condition 
infecting:  the  meat  I  made  arrangements  for  the  butcher  s  mfo 
to  he  speciallv  examined  hy  the  pathologist ^and  tne  rosul  s 
vrero  entirely  negative.  I  I'ad  the  reports  irom  tne  patnologist 
on  t^ree  of  the  cases  and  those  reports  demonstrate  that;- 

(i)  The  soldier  (who  did  not  consurce  any  potted  meat)  is 
entirely  negative  -  his  illness  rra.s  very  mild  and  transient. 

( ii )  Mrs  X.,  who  w^s  admitted  to  Fairhill  Isolation 
Hcsnital  was  positive  to  all  the  food  uoisoning  groun. 

(iii)  Mrs  Y.  ,  wo.s  positive  to  both  Gaortner  and  Acrtrycko 
of  the  food  poisoning  group. 


It  may  bo  that  some  other  food  source  than  potted  neat 
was  tie  cause  of  these  cases;  I  cannot  say. 

Peports  ^,vere  immediately  sent  to  tne  Medical  Officers  of  ^ 
Health  for  Grasmere  and  Horhington  owing  to  possible  infection 
in  their  areas  and  also  renorts  Avero  made  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer' and  the  Ministry  of  :ioi].th. 


-  1:5  - 


CANCER 


Twenty-tw  deaths  xvere  caused  hy  liialignant  disease,  giving 
a  death  rate  of  2,06  uer  1,000  of  the  population;  in  1930  there 
were  20  deaths  and  a  rate  of  2.06  ner  1,000.  On  analysis  the 


following  data  is  found:- 

System 

Male  s 

Female  s 

Alimentary. 

Stomach . 

• 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Pancreas  . 

• 

•  •  • 

- 

2 

Colon  .  .  . . 

• 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Eov\’el 

• 

•  0  • 

1 

1 

Rectum  . 

• 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Oesophagus  . 

• 

•  •  • 

1 

- 

Respiratory. 

Lung .  . 

• 

•  •  ff 

•  • 

1 

-• 

Osseous . 

Primary  Sarcoma  Snine 

- 

1 

Clandular . 

- 

Ihyreoid  . 

• 

•  •  • 

•  • 

- 

1 

1 iver  . 

2 

2 

RBproductory . 

Vaginal  . 

• 

»  •  • 

•  • 

- 

1 

Uterus  . 

• 

•  •  • 

•  • 

- 

1 

Totals. 

• 

•  •  • 

•  • 

8 

14 

1  of  the  deaths  occurred  anon? 

persons  aged 

between 

35  and  40 

p  Tl  !f  .» 

;t 

tT 

tt 

40  and  45 

p  W  Tt  U 

?i 

it 

tt 

45  and  50 

^  ii 

:r 

u 

if 

It 

60  and  65 

p  TT  i? 

If 

it 

!t 

65  and  70 

g  n  it  .1  ttif 

Tf 

it 

it 

tt 

70  and  75 

;r  (i  it 

TT 

it 

if 

it 

75  and  over 

22 

Cancer  is  a  urohlen  of 

th3 

first 

magnitude  and 

is  undoubt- 

edly  one  of  the  most  urgent 

que 

stions 

before 

the  medical  pro- 

fession  at  the  present  time. 

It  is  vital  for  treatment  to  ho  given  early  and  to  he 
thorough,  and  in  this  connection  tiie  iiiportance  for  a  patient 
to  consult  his  own  family  doctor  at  tJie  earliest  stages  of  t^iis 
disease  cannot  be  over-ennhasized. 

Fortunately  the  deaths  mostly  occurred  over  60  years  of 
age,  i,e.  86^  of  tho  total. 
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Notifiable  from  November,  1931 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Fo  action  has  been  necessary  in  respect  to  Tuberculosis 
arion'^  nersons  enployed  in  fie  ailk  trade  or  under  Section  172 
of  tn:  Pu'^lic  riealth  i^-ct,  1936,  relati.n^  to  the  compulsory?' 
removal  to  liosnital  of  persons  sufferinfy  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  follo’vin'i  table  gives  particulars  of  the  cases 
notified  and  the  deaths  from  t  lis  disease. 


A&e 

Periods 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

55  and 
upvards 


JOTiULS. 


1 

o. 


New  Case s 

Deaths  j 

Re  spiratory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

Res-'^iratory 

Non-  1 
Re  snirat'orv! 

L  i  F 

H  r  FI 

M  i  F  1 

1 


I 


1 


1 


I 

i 

-h 


The  number  of  cases 
end  of  the  year  ivere: 

PuLmonary . 

L  on -Pulmonary . 


on  fii  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 

Hales  Eemales  Total 
16  17  33 

7  7  14 


One  of  “the  seven  cases  notified  wis  temporarily  domiciled 
in  Penrith  and  she  left  f''e  district  for  her  ?ione  in  Cocker- 
mouth  urban  district  in  Ma”',  1940. 

One  of  the  three  deaths  vi'\5.c''r  occurred  viie.s  a  casual  inmate 
at  '3he  Penjpith  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

The  notification  of  cases  occurring  mthin  the  area  is 
efficient  and  it  will  be  noted  vdth  satisfaction  that  the  Death 
Rate  for  1940  at  0.2  connares  favourably  for  the  corresponding 
rates  for  1939  at  0.5;  193B  at  0.7;  and  1937  at  0.9,  a  T)rogres- 
sive  diminution. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  GIVSU  3Y  THE  KEGISTRA.R-aE2IERAL . 


Disease 

Male  s 

Female  s 

Total 

^jVho oping  Cough  . 

•  • 

-  - 

1 

1 

TuhBrculosis  of  resniratory  svsten 

•  ft 

1 

1 

2 

Othor  forns  of  Tuberculosis 

«  ft 

- 

- 

- 

Sypiilitic  diseases . 

1 

- 

1 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

o3sopha:-;;US  . 

1 

- 

1 

Cancer  of  uterus  . 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  , 

•  ft 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

- 

- 

•ft 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

•  ft 

5 

12 

17 

Diabetes  . . 

«  ft 

1 

- 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  . . 

•  • 

6 

17 

23 

Heart  disease . 

ft  ft 

16 

18 

34 

Other  disease  of  circulatory  system  . 

4 

1 

5 

Broncl.itis  . 

e  ft 

5 

5 

10 

Pns’jmonia . 

ft  ft 

2 

1 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

1 

- 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

ft  ft 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

•  ft 

- 

- 

- 

Appendicitis  . 

- 

- 

- 

Other  digestive  diseases 

ft  ft 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  . 

ft  ft 

- 

1 

1 

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  seosis 

ft  ft 

- 

- 

- 

Other  maternal  causes 

ft  ft 

- 

2 

2 

Preaature  birth  . 

ft  ft 

- 

3 

3 

Con'^’enital  malformation;  birth  injury; 
infant  diseases  . 

4 

4 

Suicide  . 

ft  ft 

1 

- 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Other  violent  causes . 

4 

2 

6 

All  ot!''’er  causes  . 

9 

5 

14 

66  75  141 


Totals 
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